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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting  
Held on 9th July 2015 at Ashdale 

 
Present:   Allyson Barron (Chair), John Ward, Margaret Martin, Brian Hunter,  
   Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Peter Aldous, Lynn Ward 
 
Apologies: Sheila Hunter.  Councillors Colin Law and Mike Barnard were invited but  
  sent apologies. 
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting were agreed to be accurate. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Recruitment.  This is on-going.  Grants.  Our application to the Dulverton Trust for wildflower seeds 
was not successful as there were a lot of applications. 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Thanks to Peter Aldous and his team who work on the Meadow.  Anglia in Bloom judged yesterday.  
Thanks to Brian for his support.  Anglia in Bloom took pictures of the pond.  The press were there.  
Anglia in Bloom were excited about the community orchard.  It is not so much about an award as 
recognition of Bonds Meadow and the work we do.  Can the orchids and the barn owls, which have 
visited and are seen regularly, go on the web-site?  John met a lady with a metal detector who may 
be interested in doing a bat survey.  A fox, muntjac deer and badgers have also been seen.  The rope 
in the Dell has been removed.  The big branch supporting it had a crack in it and has been removed 
by Waveney Norse.  We will need to remove the logs as they are being thrown in the pond.   
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Given by Brian on behalf of Sheila. 
 
Balance at AGM     £716-63 
Subscriptions    + £  44-00 
      £760-53 
Subscriptions received today   + £  12-00 
      £772-63 
Issued cheque for £16 for hire of Oulton 
Community Centre for AGM (includes £8 
For last year)    - £  16-00 
      £756-63 
Project Manager’s Float   - £  35-00 
      £721.63   
 
Peter Aldous has £5 left in float.  He may need to pay for a strimmer repair.  It was agreed that Peter 
could have another float of £35.   See above. 
 
Thanks were extended to Sheila for her work as Treasurer. 
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Ratification of Project Manager and Membership Secretary 
 
Peter Aldous agreed to continue as Project Manager.   
Margaret Martin agreed to continue as Membership Secretary.   
 
Project Management Report 
 
Margaret is assisting with litter picking which enables Peter Aldous and Peter Gray to clear ponds 
and pathways.  Some trees have come down which Peter A has cut up.  Japanese Knotweed has 
been treated by Waveney Norse and has died back but there is a host of it on the other side of the 
fence.  The orchard is looking good.  (Scout) Beavers came onto the Meadow yesterday and built 
bivouacs in the rain.  Anglia in Bloom gave Peter some contacts. Margaret will e-mail David Fryer. 
David Banks of Anglia in Bloom may be able to get some volunteers for us.   They will need to do 16 
hours a week over 6 weeks.  We need to think how we would manage that?  We are on top of 
Himalayan Balsam eradication.  Priorities are pond clearance, wet meadow planting, raking after 
mowing and pulling nettles.  Mowing will need to be done around the end of July depending on the 
weather.  The orchard needs clearing.  David will get back to Peter.  Steve Caney of Essex and Suffolk 
Water has e-mailed Peter offering help from his employees.  Christina suggested they pull up 
sycamore saplings.  Peter will liaise with Steve. There were two potential volunteers via the website.  
One could only come at week-ends, so we cannot use him at present.  The other one did not turn up.  
Peter has also had calls via the Lowestoft Journal, but they do not leave a number to be contacted.  
We need wood chip for paths.    
 
Encroachment 
 
Councillors Colin Law and Mike Barnard were invited to this meeting but were unable to attend.  
Allyson met Mike yesterday.  Mike said the damming on the water has been cleared.  Does this 
mean all the artefacts have been cleared?  Allyson will check.  Mike gave Allyson a map denoting 
who owns what.  A note (Plan 2) which accompanied the map states “Plots 1 to 6 are land that 
Waveney have title deeds for each piece of Bonds Meadow and registered with the Land Registry. 
Plots 7 to 14 are registered in the names of private residents.  It is believed that the land fenced 
behind number 18 Chestnut Avenue has been registered since the WDC last checked the land 
registry but it does not encroach on land which Waveney has proof of ownership”.  There was a 
discussion in which it was agreed we need to think about our response in terms of long term plans. 
We will ask Colin Law, as leader of the Council, when he is available.  Ask him to give us a few dates 
which are convenient for both him and Mike. Ask him what he can do to support us to curtail 
encroachment?  What is stopping WDC from registering the unregistered land? How can we make 
the unregistered land safe from encroachment?  Are the residents who have registered land to 
themselves prepared to be responsible for the water course?  We are asking for transparency in 
terms of process and costs.   Margaret will co-ordinate our responses and e-mail them to the 
committee for approval.  It was suggested we invite our County Councillor Len Jacklin to our next 
committee meeting. 
 
Website 
 
John said that Chris Newman can put our minutes on the website.  How far do we want to go back?  
We agreed a year.  Minutes not to be put on the website until they are ratified.  The Bonds Meadow 
mobile phone is not working.  John took land-line numbers of members who are willing for these to 
be included on the website. 
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Updating Constitution  
 
Deferred. 
 
AOB 
 
Before the Meadow is mown, we will gather seeds for next year.  Although wildflowers should 
propagate themselves, it is possible and legal to collect seeds from elsewhere.  Christina 
recommended Meadowsweet and Birds Foot Trefoil as they compete with Himalayan Balsam.  Large 
couch grass patches need removing if we have labour.   
 
Peter A suggested we try to walk the site before meeting with Colin.   
 
Fundraising to be included in agenda for next meeting. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
7.30 pm 3rd September 2015 at Ashdale.  (Later changed to 37 Hadleigh Drive). 
 
 
      
   
       
 


